
2023 ANGLER PACKET

October 14-15, 2023
Lake Dardanelle 
Russellville, AR



Welcome!
We’re excited to bring you the 2023 AFTCO Collegiate 
Bass Open!  We’re thrilled to have you compete in this 
action-packed event, hosted by the Russellville, Arkansas 
Tourism & Visitor’s Center for the 8th year in a row!  NO 
ENTRY OR MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED. 
 
This is the second Bass Pro Shops Collegiate Bass Fishing 
Series event for the 2023-2024 season. The AFTCO 
Collegiate Bass Open is a two-day tournament, that offers 
a two-person team format. Thousands of dollars in prizes 
will be awarded!

Be sure to register on-line before the cutoff date of 
Sunday, October 8th. This event features double points 
toward the coveted Bass Pro Shops School of the Year 
title presented by Abu Garcia.

See you at Lake Dardanelle! 

- Association of Collegiate Anglers

https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/aftco-collegiate-bass-open-registration/


Tournament Format
Registration closes Sunday, October 8, 2023, at 6:00pm CST. Register Here.

Two-day, team tournament.  A team consists of two-anglers fishing from the same boat.

The first official practice day will be Thursday October 12, 2023.

Winners will be determined by the heaviest accumulated two-day weight per team. School of 
the Year points will be awarded to the top two (2) teams from each school.

All school clubs are allowed to register as many teams as they want.

Permission must be granted by the Tournament Director in order for any angler to fish alone. 

Each Angler must read and abide  
by the official AFTCO Open Rules.

https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/aftco-collegiate-bass-open-registration/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/fishing-tournaments/#rules


Schedule of Events
October 12th & 13th 

Official Practice Days

• Thursday, October 12th:  Official practice, safe light to sundown.
• Friday, October 13th:  Final official practice day, safe light to 3:00 pm.  

October 13th 
Mandatory Angler Check-in & Meeting

• Location:  Hughes Community Center
• 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
• All anglers must turn in completed waivers on-site and be checked in by 6:00pm.  
• Dinner will be served beginning at 5:00 pm.
• Mandatory Meeting will begin at 6:00 pm.

October 14th – 15th 
Tournament Days

• Location:  Lake Dardanelle State Park
• Take-off – Day 1 & 2:  Begins at Safelight
• Weigh-in –  

• Day 1:  Begins at 3:00 pm
• Day 2:  Begins at 1:00 pm

• Angler Meal provided during each weigh-in.
• Awards following Day 2 weigh-in.



4pm to 6pm
Bring your official Student ID.

Snack Bags handed out for Tournament Days. 

ANGLER CHECK-IN

1000 E. Parkway Ave.
Russellville, AR 72801

479-968-1272

HUGHES COMMUNITY CENTER

Angler Check-In & Meeting

5pm to 6pm
WELCOME & DINNER

Begins at 6pm
Mandatory for all anglers.

TOURNAMENT MEETING



Take-off and Weigh-in will 
be at Lake Dardanelle State 
Park each tournament day – 

October 14-15.

Located At:
100 State Park Drive.
Russellville, AR 72802

A  valid Arkansas fishing license is        
required for each angler.

For more information on 
Lake Dardanelle, please visit:

www.arkansasstateparks.com/parks
/lake-dardanelle-state-park

https://www.arkansasstateparks.com/parks/lake-dardanelle-state-park
https://www.arkansasstateparks.com/parks/lake-dardanelle-state-park


Discount & Contingency Programs
Want to take home extra prizes?  Be in the know and be prepared before the Big Bass Bash – check out the program details below. 

And take advantage of our partner product discounts, too!

https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/garmin-tournament-rewards/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/yamaha/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/collegiate-bass-fishing/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/power-pole/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/sunline-college-anglers-discount-program/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/th-marine/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/secret-lures-big-bass-bounty/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/get-big-bite-baits-discount-now/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/spro-discount-program/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/bobs-machine-discount/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/rapala-discount-program/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/engel-coolers-discount/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/aftco-discount/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/tournament-rewards-for-nitro-owners/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/triton-gold-rewards-program/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/13-fishing-discount-program/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/g2-gemini-jerseys-discount-program/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/bajio-sunglasses-college-program/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/gamakatsu-discount/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/evolution-fishing-collegiate-discount/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/denali-tournament-fishing-rods/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/berkley-abu-garcia-college-angler-programs/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/berkley-abu-garcia-college-angler-programs/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/garmin/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/yamaha-aca-contingency-bonus-program/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/get-beatdown-outdoors-15-discount-now/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/g2-gemini-jerseys-tournament-contingency-program/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/bass-pro-shops-incentive-program/


Share Your Adventures!
#wearecollegiatebass

Share your pics from your travels, to practice, and tournament 
days using our #WeAreCollegiateBass tag so we can keep up     
with you and re-post!   

It pays to tag us – you never know when we feel spontaneous   
and give away a prize for a post!

https://twitter.com/CollegiateBass
https://www.facebook.com/CollegiateBassChampionship/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CollegeBassFishing
https://www.instagram.com/collegiatebass/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/


Podcast
The ACA’s Rapala #WeAreCollegiateBass Podcast is going   
strong!  

Leading up to and following the 2023 AFTCO Open, we will 
be sitting down with anglers, coaches, sponsors, parents,    
and Pros to talk about everything related to this epic event 
– which teams are favored, predictions on how many          
pounds it will take to win, what it will take to catch those   
big bass, school rivalries, and more!

Subscribe NOW and stay tuned!

Listen to all the ACA #WeAreCollegiateBass Podcasts on       
Outdoor Action, iTunes, Spotify, Google Play, and Stitcher.

Listen Now
#WEARECOLLEGIATEBASS

EP: 181 – Smith & Marbut fro
m Auburn capture National C
hampionship.

EP: 182 – Montevallo achi
eves history with 3rd strai
ght Bass Pro Shops School 
of the Year Win.

EP: 183 – Drake Hemby fr
om 3rd Ranked Carson-Ne
wman University.

https://open.spotify.com/episode/0qqukEuOPz00GPZVHcskTn
https://play.google.com/music/listen#/ps/Iqasqeodk4dksascftmrq5u5sk4/Do7hbucwx4erjoqdou6jihrkqly
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/ep-16-a-look-at-the-latest-soy-standings/id1439627905?i=1000430350302&mt=2
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/podcast/
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/wearecollegiatebass/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/ep-181-smith-marbut-from-2nd-ranked-auburn-capture-national-championship/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/ep-182-montevallo-achieves-history-with-3rd-straight-bass-pro-shops-school-of-the-year-presented-by-abu-garcia/
https://www.collegiatebasschampionship.com/ep-183-drake-hemby-from-3rd-ranked-carson-newman-university/


Infographic Style

DOWNLOAD THE APP!
We’ve partnered with Outdoor Action TV  to provide even more        
platforms where you can watch all the action as it happens!

FIND OUTDOOR ACTION TV HERE:
Outdoor Action TV is available via iOS / Android apps, Roku, 
Amazon Fire, Apple TV, Android TV, and website. 

SHARE!
Tell your family and friends to download on their streaming device
now and watch direct from their smart phone or television.  

SEASON EPISODES
In addition to live streaming being available on Outdoor Action TV, this is 
where new episodes will premiere, and you can catch up on past episodes!

LIVE

ENTER

LIVE STREAMING ON



Lodging Information
Book your lodging early! There are other events happening in  
Russellville and hotels are booking fast!  Below are a few 
recommended hotels, let them know that you are with the 
Collegiate Bass Fishing Series.  Contact college@carecotv.com if 
you have any questions.

LA QUINTA INN & SUITES RUSSELLVILLE
111 E. Harrell Dr.
Russellville, AR 72802 
479-967-2299

HAMPTON INN RUSSELLVILLE
2304 N. Arkansas Ave.
Russellville, AR 72802
479-858-7199

FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES BY MARRIOTT
120 E Harrell Dr.
Russellville, AR 72802
479-967-9030

DAYS INN & SUITES BY WYNDHAM
109 E Harrell Dr.
Russellville, AR 72802
479-280-1940

mailto:college@carecotv.com


Nationally 
Televised

Send us your video footage!  Be 
sure to document your travels to Lake 
Dardanelle, your preparations for the 2023 
AFTCO Collegiate Bass Open, and points of 
interest on your campus.  We’ll accept all 
digital formats – with more television 
coverage than any other collegiate bass 
fishing trail, we may very well use your 
video footage in one of our shows or on-
line video clips!  

Please contact tournament staff for info 
on how to send in your footage at 
college@carecotv.com.



Contact Us

Shelley Giesecke, Tournament Coordinator

210-697-8081 ext.111 (W)
210-683-8841 (M)

Shelley@carecotv.com 

Wade Middleton, ACA Director

210-573-7057 (M)

Wade@carecotv.com

Shelley Giesecke, Tournament Coordinator

210-697-8081 ext.111 (W)
210-683-8841 (M)

Shelley@carecotv.com 

Kyle Curry, Tournament Director/Host 

214-226-4388 (M)

Kyle@carecotv.com

mailto:Shelley@carecotv.com
mailto:Wade@carecotv.com
mailto:Shelley@carecotv.com
mailto:Kyle@carecotv.com
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